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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 2403] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 2403) for the relief of Leda Taft, having considered the same, 
reports favorably thereon without amendment and recommends that 
the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant to the minor alien stepchild of a 
citizen of the United States the status of a nonquota immigrant, 
which is the status normally enjoyed by alien minor children of citizens 
of the United States. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 13-year-old native and citizen of 
China, who is presently residing in Hong Kong. The child’s mother 
is now a permanent resident of the United States who was married 
to William Taft, a native-born citizen of the United States on Septem- 
ber 27, 1948. 

A letter dated October 19, 1951, to the chairman of the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Deputy 
Attorney General with reference to the case reads as follows: 





LEDA TAFT 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
Orrice or THE Deputy ATToRNEY GENERAL, 
Washington, October 19, 1961. 
Hon. EMaANvEeL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C, 


My Dear Mr. Cnrarrman: This is in response to your request for the views of 
the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 2403) for the relief of Leda 
Taft, an alien. 

The bill would provide that, in the administration of the immigration and 
naturalization laws, the provisions of sections 4 (a) and 9 of the Immigration Act 
of 1924, as amended, shall be held to be applicable to Leda Taft, and that for this 
purpose she shall be considered to be the natural-born child of William Taft, a 
citizen of the United States. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that the alien child, a native and citizen of China, of the Chinese race, was 
born on July 17, 1937, at Shanghai, China. She is presently residing in Hong 
Kong, China. Mrs. Mary Taft, the chila’s mother, also a citizen of China, of the 
Chinese race, and now a permanent resident of the United States, stated that she 
was married to William Taft, a native-born citizen of the United States, on 
September 27, 1948, at Tientsin, China. She further stated that her husband, a 
seaman by occupation, is presently at sea aboard nrg and that his yearly income 
for 1950 was approximately $5,600. It appears that Mr. Taft was born in Mullan, 
Idaho, on January 14, 1907, and that he served in the United States Army from 
November 1942 until August 1944. Mrs. Taft is employed at the Nobilium 
Processing Co., San Francisco, Calif., at a salary of $30 a week. 

Since the alien is a native of China of the Chinese race, she is chargeable to the 
quota for Chinese persons, which is oversubscribed, and an immigration visa is 
not readily obtainable. In the absence of general or special legislation she is un- 
able to come to the United States to join her mother and her adoptive father. 

Whether, under the circumstances in this case, the general provisions of the 
immigration laws should be waived presents a question of legislative policy con- 
cerning which this Department prefers not to make any recommendation. 

Sincerely, 


A. Devitt VANECcH, 
Deputy Attorney General. 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that, the bill (H. R. 2403) should be enacted. 
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